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Cleveland, MS, for his distinguished
service as president of Delta Council
this year. Delta Council is an economic
development organization representing
the business, professional, and agricul-
tural leadership of the 18 delta and
part-delta counties of Northwest Mis-
sissippi. Delta Council was organized in
1935 to focus on the challenges which
face the economy and society of the re-
gion.

Kent Wyatt distinguished himself as
the president of Delta State University
from 1975 to 1999, and during his years
as the president of this proud, regional
university, the school experienced un-
precedented growth. Since retirement
from Delta State University, Dr. Wyatt
has provided careful and responsive
civic leadership to the Mississippi
Delta region. Through his work with
Delta Council, he has been a strong ad-
vocate and effective leader in advanc-
ing adult literacy, for reversing crit-
ical teacher shortages in the primary
and secondary school system, in in-
creasing access to improved health
care, and for sustaining progress in
highway developments which are so
important to the delta region.

Dr. Kent Wyatt has been a leader in
his community and in the field of high-
er education. He and his wife Janice
have committed their entire life to-
ward improving the quality of life for
others in this special delta region of
our country.

I congratulate Dr. Kent Wyatt for his
contributions to the delta region and
for his effective leadership of Delta
Council. I look forward to his future
contributions.e

————
RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF
COALINGA

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise to
recognize the 100th anniversary of the
city of Coalinga, one of the few Cali-
fornia cities that was founded as a min-
ing boomtown and survived.

The city originally known as ‘‘Coal-
ing” was a sleepy coal mining town
until oil was prospected in the region
as early as 18656 by Southerners dis-
placed by the Civil War. However, aside
from being used to control dust on the
roads and as a pitch for roofing, there
was limited use for petroleum in those
days. Limited uses, coupled with trans-
portation challenges, caused early in-
terest in oil to die down considerably.
In 1891, the Southern Pacific Railroad
purchased the 160-acre Melville Curtiss
homestead and laid out the town site
that became Coalinga. Local folklore
attributes the desire for better musical
effect for the addition of the final ‘‘a”
and the eventual adoption of the town
name, Coalinga. By the time the city
was incorporated on April 3, 1906, the
interest in oil had risen again.

In 1909, the Silver Tip well broke
loose in the greatest gusher recorded in
California at that time; spraying 36,000
barrels of oil in a 72-hour period. The
emergence of Coalinga as an oil boom-
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town caused enough excitement that
the Los Angeles Stock Exchange was
shut down for a day so that the fin-
anciers of California could go witness
and experience the boom for them-
selves. At its peak, the Silver Tip well
produced 10,000 barrels of oil a day.

Coalinga’s thriving oil fields of that
time were to produce personalities and
companies that were to become the gi-
ants of the industry. R.C. Baker, the
founder of Baker Oil Tools, first honed
his trade in Coalinga. Republic Oil
Field Supply can also trace its begin-
nings to the city. The formula for
world famous A&W root beer was first
concocted in downtown Coalinga. Per-
haps most famously, Coalinga’s oilfield
workers fought and won the industry’s
first 8-hour workday.

On May 2, 1983, a 6.7 magnitude
earthquake altered the face of
Coalinga. All the brick buildings con-
structed during the 1900s boom toppled
or they had to be demolished. A large
slice of the character and charm of Old
Coalinga was lost. However, the town’s
residents demonstrated remarkable
unity and determination in putting
forth the hard work to make sure that
Coalinga continues to grow in spite of
the earthquake. Today, the former
boomtown with the old brick buildings
that was left reeling after the 1983
earthquake is a thriving city that is
primed for even greater residential and
business growth in the future.

For the past century, the city of
Coalinga has served as a testament to
the importance of community, opti-
mism, and cooperation. As the resi-
dents of Coalinga work together with
great pride to make their city a better
place to call home, I congratulate
them on their centennial anniversary
and wish them another 100 years of
good fortune and success.®

————

IN MEMORIAM TO JUDGE
DELBERT E. WONG

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity to honor the life of
Delbert Wong, the first Chinese-Amer-
ican judge in the continental United
States. Judge Wong passed away on
March 10, 2006, at the age of 85.

Delbert Wong was born in Hanford,
CA, on May 17, 1920, and was raised a
short distance away in Bakersfield.
After obtaining an associate of arts de-
gree from Bakersfield College, he
transferred to the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, where he received an
undergraduate degree in business.

After he left U.C. Berkeley, Delbert
joined the Army Air Corps during
World War II and became one of 18 B-
17 Flying Fortress navigators that
graduated in his class at Mather Field
in Sacramento. During his service with
the military, he was 1 of only 3 naviga-
tors who completed their 30 bombing
missions. For his bravery and dedica-
tion, 1LT Delbert Wong was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross, as well
as four Air Medals, for his wartime
service.

S2531

Following the war, Delbert was faced
with a tough choice: should he join his
family’s grocery business or enter law
school? He chose law school, and in 1949
became the first Chinese American
graduate of Stanford University’s
School of Law. After his graduation,
Delbert continued to break new
ground. He was the first Asian Amer-
ican to be appointed Deputy Legisla-
tive Counsel serving the California
State Legislature, and the first Asian
American to be appointed a deputy
state attorney general.

During his tenure as a deputy State
attorney general, Delbert was ap-
pointed by then-Governor Pat Brown
to the Los Angeles County Municipal
Court bench in 1959, making him the
first Chinese American named to the
bench in the continental United States.
Two years later, Judge Wong was ele-
vated to the superior court, where he
served for over 20 years.

Throughout his career, Judge Wong
was an exemplary jurist who dedicated
his life to public service. Even after he
retired from the bench in 1986, he con-
tinued to be deeply involved in his
community.

Among his many accomplishments,
Judge Wong researched and reported on
racial issues within the Los Angeles
Airport Police Bureau at the request of
the Los Angeles Department of Air-
ports; was appointed by then-mayor of
Los Angeles Tom Bradley to serve on a
panel tasked with drafting an ethics
policy for the city of Los Angeles; and
was appointed chair of the Asian Pa-
cific American Focus Program of the
National Conference of Christians and
Jews, to combat the rise in violence
against Asian Americans.

Together with his wife Dolores,
Judge Wong was also an ardent sup-
porter of the Chinese American com-
munity, making significant contribu-
tions to the Asian Pacific American
Legal Center, the Chinatown Service
Center, and the Asian Pacific American
Friends of the Center Theater Group.

Judge Wong was a trailblazer for
Asian Americans in the field of law.
His dedication to justice and equality
was evident in everything that he did.
His many years of service—for the city
of Los Angeles, for the State of Cali-
fornia and for the Nation will not be
forgotten.

Judge Wong is survived by his wife
Dolores; his children Kent, Shelley,
Duane, and Marshall; and his three
grandchildren. I extend my deepest
sympathies to his family.

Whether he was fighting for our
country or fighting for integrity and
equality under the law, Judge Delbert
Wong was undeterred in his efforts to
make America a better place to live.
He will be missed by all who knew him.
We take comfort in knowing that fu-
ture generations will benefit from his
passion and dedication to justice.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:56 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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